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Neighborhood  Councils



Click on the District name on the map below to learn more about the Neigborhood Council 
for that District. (Links to each Council are also provided below.)
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For General Neighborhood Council Information contact: 

Kim Thiel
Neighborhood Council Coordinator
Community Development
P.O. Box 5021
Great Falls, MT 59403
455-8496
kthiel@ci.great-falls.mt.us 
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Council Seven
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Council Seven's Boundaries are:
The northern and western boundaries are the Missouri River, the southern boundary is the 10th Avenue South, the eastern boundary is 10th Street South north from 10th Avenue South to 7th Avenue South, then east to 12th Street South and north to 7th Avenue North, then east to 15th Street North and north to the Missouri River. 

Council #7 serves a population of 7007 people. 

Council #7 holds its regular meeting on the second Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the Civic Center, Gibson Room, 2 Park Drive South. 

The Council's members are: 

	Chris Larson 
225 3rd Avenue North, 59401 
761-7122
	Kevin Aguiar
Secretary 
726 4th Avenue South, 59405 
454-0870
	Carl A. Donovan 
725 4th Avenue South, 59405 
727-4685 

	Dona Stebbins
Chair 
811 8th Avenue North, 59401 
761-4108
	Clary Cory 
414 4th Avenue North, 59401 
453-3834
	 



Neighborhood Councils



[image: image3.png]What's Up?




Montana Department of Transportation Public Meeting

Residents of Councils 7 and 8 are encouraged to attend the public meeting hosted by MDOT on Wednesday, March 19 at 7:00 p.m. in the Whittier Elementary School Library. This meeting is to gather input on the proposed reconstruction of 2nd Avenue North between Park Drive and 15th Street including reconstruction of 9th Street between 2 Ave. North and 2 Ave. South. If you have questions, please call Jason Girard at MDOT -- 454-5880.

Good Neighbor Nominations being accepted 

Neighorhood Council #4 is accepting applications for Good Neighbor Awards to be given at their March meeting. A form is available on line for your convenience in nominating people for this award.

Council Changes Meeting Location

Council #9 will be moving their meetings for March-May to South Campus Room 105 at Great Falls High School. South Campus is the classroom addition to the west end of the field house.

Council Moves Meeting Date for March 

Neighborhood Council #1 will move its March meeting to Wed. March 19 at 7:00 p.m. in the Meadowlark Library. This will accommodate the engineers from Robert Peccia & Associates who are writing the Fox Farm Corridor Study Traffic report*. This is an opportunity for residents to provide input on this plan while it is still in draft form. * The Fox Farm Investigative Traffic Report opens in a new window. It is a PDF file. If you do not have the free Acrobat reader, Download the free Acrobat Reader. The report resides on another site, and sometimes the file does not download correctly. If you experience a problem, right click the link, choose Save Target As, and save the file to your disk.
School Board Trustees to visit all Neighborhood Councils in February & March

School Board Trustees will finish up their the rounds of the Councils in March. They will come prepared to share successes, identify the challenges, and invite resident’s comments – all of which will assist the board in making sound decisions during the challenging times ahead. The Board member who will attend each meeting will be listed below. For more information, contact Vickie Dunham, Board Chair at 268-6755 or 453-5620. 

Fire Chief Continues Council Visits

Fire Chief Randy McCamley will be continuing his visits this month with Councils 1, 8 and 5. Randy became the Great Falls Fire Rescue’s chief in May 2002. He would like to take this opportunity to personally introduce himself to the community and provide them with his goals for the department. 

March Meeting Dates Announced

Council #1 will meet on Wednesday, March 19 at 7:00 p.m. in the Meadowlark School Library. Chief Randy McCamley will make a brief presentation, and then Robert Peccia & Associates – engineers – will provide the draft document and gather input on the Fox Farm Road Corridor Study. ***NOTE SPECIAL NIGHT FOR MARCH***
Council #2 will meet on Wednesday, March 12 8 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 9 at West Elementary School. Their guests will include Elna Hensley for the School Board visit and Andrew Finch, City-County Planning to gather public input on the brownfields assessment being done on 3rd Street Northwest. For more information on the brownfield assessment, please call Andrew at 455-8434. They will also conduct a business meeting.

Council #3 is scheduled to meet on Monday, March 17 at 7:00 p.m. in the Riverview School Library. Officer Dave Wells will visit the council for his regular visit – which was postponed from February. They will also have School Board Trustees Elna Hensley and Mick Taleff at their meeting. 

Council #4 will meet on Thursday, February 20 at 6:30 p.m. in the Lewis & Clark School Library. Good Neighbor Award presentations will be made, and School Board Trustee Jim Janikula will be at their meeting.

Council #5 will meet on Thursday, March 27 at 7:00 p.m. in the Mountain View School Cafeteria. Chief Randy McCamley will be a part of their meeting – the remainder of their agenda will be announced mid-month. 

Council #6 will on Wednesday, March 5 at 7:00 p.m. in the Sunnyside School Library. School Board Trustee Laura Vukasin will be at their meeting.

Council #7 will meet on Monday, March 10 at 6:30 p.m. in the Civic Center Gibson Room. School Board Trustee Dave Reeves will be at their meeting. 

Council #8 will meet on Tuesday, March 25 at 6:30 p.m. in the Women’s Annex of the PreRelease Center. Chief Randy McCamley of the Fire Department will be making his presentation, and they will be discussing the schedule for planting flowers at Memorial Park. They will also discuss dates for the second annual Memorial Park Ice Cream Social.

Council #9 will meet on Thursday, March 13 at 7:00 p.m. at Great Falls High School in South Campus Room 105. School Board Trustees Laura Vukasin and Dave Reeves will be at their meeting. ***NOTE NEW ROOM NUMBER***.
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FAQs

Why did the City Commission create Neighborhood Councils? 
One of the most common misconceptions regarding the Neighborhood Councils is that the City Commission or City Staff created them. The Neighborhood Councils were a result of the 1996 Local Government Study Commission's work. The Montana Constitution allows all self-governing bodies the opportunity to review their form of government once every ten years. This review is initiated by a vote of the public, and a study commission is elected. In 1996, the voters chose to review our City Commission/Manager form of government. As a result of the work of the Study Commission, it was felt that our form of government works well and is efficient, but it gives the perception of being inaccessible. 

In an effort to improve accessibility, the Study Commission recommended three changes to the City's Charter on the November 1996 ballot. Those recommendations were to 1) increase the size of the Commission from a mayor and four commissioners to a mayor and six commissioners; 2) lengthen the term of mayor from two years to four years for more continuity; and 3) re-establish neighborhood councils as a formally recognized advisory board within the City Charter. Of the three recommendations, only the Neighborhood Council amendment to the Charter was passed by the voters in November 1996. The Charter Amendment for creation of the Councils includes a provision that requires a review and vote of the public in 2001. Voters will be asked to retain or repeal the Councils during the City General Election of 2001.

What is the role of the Neighborhood Councils? 
The Neighborhood Councils were established to provide advisory input on all areas of government that affect their neighborhood. These could include areas such as finance, parking, planning, zoning, police, and parks, but they are not limited to these topics. The Councils are advisory to the City Commission, City staff, City Boards and Commissions, and other government entities as well. The Councils have also been utilized as sources of community outreach/education and input by private entities such as Energy West, Inc. and Benefis Hospital. 

How many Councils are there? 
There are currently nine Councils within the City of Great Falls. The Charter amendment allows for up to thirteen councils to be established. 

How many members are there on each Council? 
The Councils are made up of five (5) members each. They are required by ordinance to have a minimum of a Chair and an Official Delegate, however, many have chosen to elect a Secretary and Vice-Chair.

How does one become a Council member? 
The members of the Council are elected to two-year terms during the City General Election. To run for a Council seat, one must be a registered voter in Cascade County, eighteen years of age, and a resident of the district that one wishes to serve. All of the nine Council districts are located within the corporate City limits of Great Falls. The residency requirement continues for the duration of your elected term, and if you move from the district you will be required to resign from the Council.

Where do the Councils meet? 
The Councils meet once a month at various locations throughout the City. Please refer to the map on the Neighborhood Councils Homepage. 
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Council #4 is pleased to honor good neighbors with the Good Neighbor Award. 

Good Neighbor Awards Announced

During their meeting on January 20, Neighborhood Council #4 awarded two residents the “Good Neighbor Award”. 

Brenda Wood
Brenda was nominated by her neighbor, Julia Becker of 4212 Clark Avenue. In October of last year Brenda helped the family when their daughter suffered severe seizures and needed immediate medical attention. Julia’s nomination read in part, “Brenda Wood is a neighbor who is always there for many of us, never expecting anything in return, working compassionately and courageously for the well-being, health and happiness of her friends, neighbors, students, associates, family and community. She deserves the heart of gold community-maker award.” 

Dean Linn
Dean was nominated by fellow 2nd Avenue North neighbors, Fred & Dorothy Thiel. Their nomination states, “Our neighborhood is most fortunate to have a gentleman who is surely “The Best Neighbor”. He is an unsung hero; really never expecting anything in return. We’ll head outdoors to shovel snow…..only to find out he has already been there. He is a helping hand and head always available to fix fences, or give advice regarding a project….This truly good neighbor is Dean Linn of 3123 2nd Avenue North.” 

Neighborhood Council #4 congratulates these worthy neighbors on their award. If you know of a resident who deserves a bit of recognition for being a good neighbor, please send your nominations to Tommy Morgan, 3700 1st Avenue South, Great Falls, MT 59405. 

  

If you would like to nominate your neighbor to be honored by Council #4, please print and fill out the Good Neighbor nomination form posted here. The form is a fill-out, print, and mail pdf file. If you need the free Acrobat Reader click on the icon below. 
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