
Helena Citizens Council Regular Meeting 
May 23, 2007 

 
 
Members present:  Al Tompkins, George Hoff, Bill Roberts, Marshall Gingery, Matt Cohn, Justin 
Trafton, Rebecca Ridenour, Larry Mitchell, Ken Saunders, Ellen Bell, George McCauley and Mark 
McDonnell.  Also present:  Deputy City Clerk Robyn Brown. 
 
Members absent:  Bob Habeck, Thom Warsinski, Jim Christacht, Jim Tucker, Jr. and Lynne 
Boone. 
 
Visitors:  HPD Lieutenant Roger Johnson 
 
April 25, 2007 HCC Meeting minutes 
 The April 25, 2007 minutes were approved as submitted. 
  
Helena Police Department Report 
 Lt. Roger Johnson reported on the following issues: 
 

o HPD Officer Danny David has completed training and is ready to begin work as the K9 
Officer 

o There will be four officers patrolling Alive @ 5 this season 
o The Governor’s Cup marathon and half-marathon will use a new route that runs through 

the city this year 
 
Helena Firefighters Union Report 
 No report given. 
  
Treasurer’s Report 
 Treasurer Bill Roberts reported there is $2055.18 remaining in the budget.  This amount 
must be spent by July 1, 2007 or it will be lost.   
 
Meeting Assignments 
June HCC Meeting – Water/Wastewater Treatment Facility, Tour: 6:00pm; Regular Meeting: 
7:00 – 9:00 in the W/WW Training Conference Building 
 
Administrative Meeting  May 30, 2007 – Lynne Boone 
    June 13, 2007 – Lynne Boone 
    June 27, 2007 – Lynne Boone 
 
Commission Meeting  June 4, 2007 – George McCauley 
    June 18, 2007 – Matt Cohn 
 
District/Committee Reports 
 District 1 –  There is neighborhood concern for new development going in on Sparta  

Street.  Walking Mall hardscape improvements will begin after the 
Governor’s Cup. 

 
District 2 –  There are continuing problems with sandwich board signs downtown 

and in the Great Northern; city planning staff is working to get business 
owners to comply.  George McCauley expressed his feeling that the city 
should be doing more to enforce code and regulations, not HCC 
members. 

 



District 3 –  There is a lot of concern regarding the Reber PUD; an ad hoc 
committee has been formed and has hired legal representation to look 
at challenging the subdivision.  

 
District 4 –  Bill Roberts looked into sewer problems in District 4 and discussed 

them with the Engineering Department.  City Manager Burton spoke to 
the issue at the monthly meeting with HCC members and stated the 
city is not a bank and does not loan money.  It was also noted that the 
city would not bury inefficient sewer line and is willing to work with 
property owners when the situation (rarely) occurs. 

 There is concern with an abandoned house in District 4; Bill Roberts 
will look into it. 

 
District 5 –  There are over twelve commercial and residential developments 

occurring in the district.  There are also large projects underway, 
stormwater drainage improvements and planning for the Custer 
Interchange.  There is still a lot of concern for traffic in the area.  
There is also concern for some new commercial developments, but 
private land is under private ownership; its development is based on 
law, not what concerned citizens would like to see happen. 

  
District 6 –  The Midtown Group continues to meet and is working on the details of 

the neighborhood plan. 
  

District 7 –  The neighborhood continues to meet and work on the Janet Street Park 
proposal.  The next meeting with City Parks & Recreation Director 
Randy Lilje will be in June. 

 
 

Quality of Life Committee – the next meeting is June 5, 2007 at 6:00pm at Firetower Coffee.  
 
City Budget Meetings – Larry Mitchell, Marhsall Gingery and Bill Roberts have been attending 
the meetings. 
 
UWTF – the task force recommendation will be considered at the June 4, 2007 City Commission 
Meeting.  There is a good possibility the task force will be ongoing. 
 
Old Business 
 
VISTA – the VISTA office did not recommend the hiring of the first candidate.  The committee 
will move forward interviewing other candidates. 
 
Walking Mall Clean Up – will be held June 10,2007 at 1:00pm. 
 
Trolley restoration – George Hoff encouraged everyone to view the new MT Historical Society 
display downtown.  He invited council members to attend a party for the trolley restoration on 
May 24, 2007 from 4:00 – 7:00pm at Capital High School. 
 
 
New Business (Open Discussion) 
 
Neighborhood meetings - Discussion was held on citizen’s perception of lack of city action.  
Also, there is a lot of concern for neighborhood specific issues.   It was suggested that in 
between the quarterly meetings would be a good time to follow up on neighborhood questions 



and concerns; members can report back to citizens at the next meeting.  City tax spending and 
services should be discussed at the July meeting. 
 
VISTA – Discussion was held on tasking the individual, there must be enough council follow-
through to provide tasks and sustain the workload.  It was noted guidance and direction will 
need to continue through Executive Board and HCC member turnover.  Suggestions of duties 
and goals were given and discussed; it was the consensus of the members that the council is 
ready to sustain a VISTA employee.   
 Concerns were voiced regarding what the HCC’s job is, where the council is going in 
the future and where it fits in with the city.   
  
Public Comments 
 There were no comments given. 
 
Adjournment – There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:05pm.  The 
next HCC meeting is June 27, 2007 at 7:00pm at the City Water/Wastewater Treatment Facility 
Training Conference Building.  A tour of the facility will be held from 6:00-7:00pm. 
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